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Owen Gingerich Discusses Religion and Evolution at UC
SERENA MITHBAOKAR
semithbaokar(a)llrsinus.cdll
Owen Gingerich, Emeritu Professor of Astronomy
and of llistor) of Science at Harvard University, and a
enior a tronomer at the mithsonian Astrophysical Observatory spoke recently
at Ursinus in a two-lecture se ries on science
and faith.
The first lecture
titled "Divine Handiwork: Evolution and the
Wonder of Life," was
held on April 9 and the
second one titled
"Galileo: Hero or Heretic?"onAprillO.
Gingerich is also
the holder of The Davis
Chair of Judeo-Christian
Ethics at Ursinus, and
has met with faculty and
students, especially
first-year students who
are required to take CIE.
Last semester,
Gingerich spoke about
his recently published
book, "God's Universe,"
where he argues that an
individual can be both a
creative scientist and
one with "theistic metaphysics," where Gad
plays an interactive role
in an individual's life, yet
not excluded by science.
Reconciling Contrasting Ideas
In his first lecture on the origin of life on earth,
Gingerich talked about reconcil ing two seemingly contrasting ideas of creationism and evolution, by looking at religion from its deeper meaning rather than the literal one. He
started with the comparison of the historical timeline as
explained by the geological column, where the upper layers ofthe column contained the more recent fossils in comparison to the lower ones which contain the older ories.
Buried under the surface ofthe earth for billions of years,
they offer a rare insight to the kind of creatures that once
existed and how complex life evolved on earth from simpler
forms.
In contrast, the opening pages of the book of Genesis in the Christian Bible say that life was created on earth
in seven days. While Gingerich does not deny this, he
suggests that Genesis be taken more metaphorically and
poetically. That way, it could be said that life on earth was
created in seven days, but that these seven days, could
be, in fact, vast periods of time.
Only in the latter half ofthe lecture Gingerich touched
on the highly controversial idea of evolution. The problem with Darwin and his theory of evolution had to do with
the idea of "decent with modifications" because it implied
that every creature has a parent, which was against the
notion that God has singly created every species with a
purpose. Something like the eye, tbat is so complex, could
have possibly evolved slowly with time is hard to believe
in. Gingerich suggests that this dilemma can be solved by
looking at comparative anatomy (i.e.: all mammals, from the

2

whale to human, have a five-digit hand bone structur, a simirelates to tr) ing to understand hOlA God can speak to you.
larity that i triking enough to doubt if all species were
God doesn't speak to you in thunder and lightning, instead
created independently).
he speaks to you in ideas, inspiration and thoughtful mediGingerich believes in theistic evo luti on, the idea that
tation. It is about how to prepare yourself and hOlA to help
the Ealth was created by a Creator with evolution as his
others. Inspiration did not stop with the Bible. Prayer and
design. The word "derituals of the Church are one way of leaming what God is
sign" as Gingerich uses
trying to speak to us .
God does not talk to us in tablets of stone, or by
it is notthe idea of in tell isending a mysterious letter in the mailbox titled "from God."
gent design, an anti-evolution idea that has garHe speaks through the human mind. So by looking at the
universe and its purpose, and when you have moments of
nered an almost cult-like
following.
revelation like that, you can see how rationality and religion
are not very different."
According
to
Gingerich, intelligent deKepler, the Historic Hero
sign can be problematic
It could be inferred, to a certain extent, that scientific
because it looks at the fiinquiry can actually bring us closer to God, rather than quesnal cause rather than
tion the existence of God. Gingerich smiled and e~plained,
looking at what is effi"Yes, in fact Johannes Kepler is a good example. He is my
cient cause, as is with
hero. In Germany, at the University ofTiibingen, Kepler
evolution. Gingerich alstudied theology. Once he wrote back to his teacher, 'I
most rejects the idea of always wanted to be a Lutheran teacher, but I kept to mythe intelligent design
self and did astronomy instead. But behold how God is
theory (ID), but at the
being praised through my work.' His astronomical studies
same time believes in a
were revealing and praising God.
God's design.
Here, with Kepler, there is a historical example of how
Keeping an Open
scientific inquiry and faith cannot be conflicting. It makes
Mind
more sense to believe in an intelligent creator and that there
So how do we view
is no logic to prove everything.
religion and science as
Even an atheist is making a choice of faith of some
compatible ideas? He
kind. He believes in the laws of nature. And yet there is
agrees that human beings
something that cannot be proven in his system of thought.
are -different from other
Even the tenn "Iaws of nature" had theological underpinanimals because they are
nings.
An area of tension between evolution and religion
rational, and they are also
that Gingerich acknowledged has to do with the idea that
spiritual at the same time.
One of the ways the evoevolution occurs on a random basis and the origin of spelution of knowledge and
cies is the result of unplanned mutations. This randomness
goes against the idea of the universe having a divine purreligion came about was through language, and this evolupose. How might that be harmonized? That again is a
tion is something.worth thinking about. The Bible talks
matter offaith, says Gingerich, the fact that it is completely
about morality but very little about the evolution of the
random means that it would be very difficult to make of set
conscience and the origin of the soul. lfmore effort would
of say, equations to understand the deep structure of the
have been given to this conscience and the deeper coheruniverse that is hidden from us. However, the fact that the
ent meaning of the Bible, then it would be easier to resolve
whole process of evolution had such an astonishing outthe conflict between creationism and evolution or more
come of getting the formation of life into order could be
broadly, even religion and science. Openmindness, he asconstrued as a purpose.
serted, is the key.
Levels of Faith
In a separate interview
with the Grizzly, Gingerich explained further: "I believe that
there are two different levels
offaith. One level, the larger
kind, is when we see that we
~tubent
are in this universe, a universe that is congenial to the
Volume 32, Issue 23
formation oflife. Life makes
grizzly@ursinus.edu
a lot more sense if we see that
the universe has a purpose
and if we see, even rationally
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Photo Editor
Editors-in-Chief
verse has been created with
Ali Wagner
the purpose. This level is not
ADVERTiSING MANAGER
neccssari Iy the one that you
News Editor
Ashley Higgins
Chris Carey
would identify yourself with
Features Editor
Lane Taylor
a God that you would want
ADVISOR
Opinions Editor
Matthew Flyntz
to worship.
Sports Editor
Dr. Rebecca Jaroff
DanieUe Langdon
The second level is the
more personal one and that

{[be

April 17, 2008

newspaper of 'mirsinus ([ollege

The Grizzly

News

grizzly@msiol!S edl!

Breakaway Presents P.S. We've Missed You at UC!
ROGER LEE
rolee@ ursinus.edu
As the end of the semester draws near, stressed-out
students could use a good laugh. Tonight, Breakaway Productions is bringing joy and laughter to campus with the
opening of their newest play ps. We've Missed You.
' ''ps. We 've Missed You is the short title," laughed
Breakaway Production's Vice-President Zach Sham berg .
Shamberg and his peers Karin Swartz, Grey Johnson, Nick
Bendas and Katie Nunn produced Breakaway'S newest work.
The play debuts tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the Kaleidoscope
Rehearsal Studio.
Breakaway Productions is the student run theater
company of Ursin us College. Students in the company learn
everything from producing, directing and acting. Breakaway
is open to any student who would like to get involved with
theater here at Ursinus.
"We try to include all students in every position possible, whether it's on stage or ofT," said Shamberg. This is
also an initiative to get students to come out and watch the
plays on campus. The Breakaway executive board created
a new show to bring to the Ursinus community. According
to senior executive board member Katie Nunn, the play
started out with an article about a lack of creativity in 2007.
"From that, we created a skeleton script with a very basic
outline of what we wanted the production to tum into," said
Nunn.
Sham berg explained the artistic creation process be-

Shamberg is really excited to see the play for himself
hind this play. "We gave the actors a basic outline, telling
them where to start in stage and where to end." said since he is not performing this time around. "It was very
weird to watch and not be in it," he said. The busy sophoSham berg with a smile.
Nunn added, "Then, in rehearsals, the actors and I more decided to step back and work behind the scenes this
used improvisation to create the different sketches seen in semester. "It helps me as an actor," said Shamberg with a
the play. So it was a very collaborative experience to create smile. He explained that by watching the actors embody the
this play."
script in their own way, it is easy to learn a lot from them.
Nunn also had a memorable experience working with
Sham berg noted , "When something was funny or
promising, our stage manager would jot it down and we'd the actors. "It was really a great time working with these
place it in the script." This method of theatrical improvisa- actors. Some of the rehearsals were unbelievably hilarious
tion has really helped the actors become a part of the origi- because ofthe improvisation. They came up with the funninal play. The plot recounts events in American pop culture est and craziest sketches. It was so much fun!" said Nunn.
Shamberg and Nunn are proud to have worked with
in the last decade. "It's a social commentary con1edy," said
such a dedicated and talented group of students. This group
Shamberg.
We've Missed You takes a look at the current includes Leticia Walston, Scott Cocchiaro, Abbie Cichowski,
celebrity obsession in American society. It is a futuristic Joanna Cretella, Jeff Thomas and Josh Steinhouse.
After all the months of hard work and rehearsing,
look into the worl.d of media and pop culture. "The sketches '
are set in the future and are a warning of what could come if Breakaway Productions is proud to presentPs. We've Missed
we keep with this obsession. The main goal of the show is You. Shamberg added, " We want to do a lot more student
written plays next year," but in the meantime, students will
to get people more involved in society,''' said Nunn.
This comedy has been in the works since the last have to try and grab a seat at this popular production. Katie
departmental Theater show. Sham berg recalled that rehears- Nunn adds, "People should come to see Breakaway's proals began back in mid-February. Now that the show date is duction because it has an important and serious message,
here, the actors and crew are anxious to share all of their but it's revealed in a very funny way. You will be laughing
hard work and talent with the campus. "This was a different the entire time."
experience to direct this collaborative production because
'The rehearsal studio only seats 50 people at a time,"
everyone helped with the direction of the play. The actors warned Sham berg. The play ppens tonight and runs through
were able to dictate a lot of the direction in their individual Saturday evening. This promises to be a night of fun and
laughter.
scenes," explained Nunn.

ps.

News in Brief: Frogs and a Prince
ROGER LEE
rolee@ ursinus.edu
Thursday, April 10, 2008
A frog has been found in a remote part of Indonesia
that has no lungs and breathes through its skin; a discovery that researchers said last Thursday could provide insight into what drives evolution in certain species. The
aquatic frog, Barbourula kalimantanensis, was found in a
remote part ofIndonesia's Kalimantan province' on Borneo
Island during an expedition in August 2007.
Bickford, the man who discovered it, said the species
is the first frog known to science without lungs and joins a
short list of amphibians with this unusual trait, including a
few species of salamanders and a wormlike creature known
as a caecilian. 'These are about the most ancient and bizarre frogs you can get on the planet," Bickford said of the
brown amphibian with bulging eyes and a tendency to flatten itself as it glides across the water. "They are like a
squished version ofJabba the Hutt," he said. "They are flat
and have eyes that float above the water. They have skin
flaps coming off their arms and legs." Graeme Gillespie,
director of conservation and science at Zoos Victoria in
Australia, called the frog "evolutionarily unique."

Thursday, April 10, 2008
Nicki Amouri hands her camera to a friend, throws hcr
arm over another and smiles wide as she leans in for a shot
with the monument her class came to visit. It is a typical
field trip memento, except that Amouri is in a brothel. The
monument is a fluffy, queen-sized bed in a Western-themed
party room reserved for VIPs and big spenders. Amouri
was one of a dozen Randolph College students who toured
the Chicken Ranch, a legal bordello in the desert 60 miles
outside Las Vegas. Thursday's class trip, which included
seminars from the working girls', capped a course on American consumption.
"I think it's fascinating, this is fun for me," said Amouri,
ajunior at the private liberal arts school in Lynchburg, Va.,
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that until last year admitted only women. "Not many people
get to do this." Academic and media inquiries are daily
occurrences at many of Nevada's 27 legal brothels. Some
shy away from the scrutiny; others, like the Chicken Ranch,
welcome the publicity. "We're always open to trying to
educate the public about legalized prostitution," said
Chicken Ranch general manager Debbie Rivenburgh, who
acknowledged this was the first class tour request she had
received 'in 21 years.

As the Pennsylvania primary draws closer,
Caroline Kennedy visited Ursin us (,ollege. Over 350
people tiJIed Bomberger Auditorium to hear Caroline
Kennedy speak. Andrew Lane, a member ofthe Ursinus
College Democrats and head of the Ursinus for Obama
campaign spoke first, introducing Representative Rosa

Friday, April 11, 2008

L.DeLauro.

Fire destroyed a campaign office of presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton in western Indiana early Friday. Two people were inside when the fire broke out but
escaped without injuries, said Fire Department spokesman
John Gardner. Gardner said nothing so far had indicated the
fire was arson. "But we're doing a full investigation on it
like any other commercial structure fire," he said. Clinton's
campaign had no immediate comment. The roof of the onestory building partially collapsed and a part of the front wall
collapsed on a parked car. The adjoining office of a staffing
services agency had water and smoke damage, but a fire
wall held back the flames, Gardner said.

Representative DeLauro discussed the need for
''bold new politics." She "felt almost called for announc~
ing her support for Barack Obama." As the youth vote
continues to playa role in the race for president, DeLauro
erqphasized bow important the students of Pennsylvania will play on April 22. and said it was ''thrilling to see
so many people engaged in the political process."
Caroline Ket1nedy took the stage to a standing
ovation. She discussed how she first became intrigued
QY Obama, when her children began talking about him
in her kitchen over a year ago. After researching, she
ws "so irispired by his thoughtfulness, approach and
leadership" that she offered him ber support. K.ennedy
discussed the imlHmance getting Involved with the
campaign. She shared tbatWhen her father was elected,
if~ne personln every precinct had voted the other way,
be would fulve lost "One vote lias power..!'

Friday, April 11, 2008
Britain's Prince William graduated as a military pilot
on Friday, following in the footsteps of his father, Prince
Charles, who passed his training in 1971. Charles, wearing
full military dress, fixed the traditional insignia badge to his
son at a ceremony at an air force base in eastern England.
William's girlfriend, Kate Middleton, and his father's wife,
Camilla, also attended the ceremony. William spent four
months with Britain's Royal Air Force learning to pilot helicopters and planes. His study was designed to make him a
competent, but not operational, flier. British fighter jet pilots normally spend up to four years under instruction.
William has already graduated as an army officer and is due
to serve a tour overseas, most likely on poard a navy warship. His younger brother, Harry, returned from Afghanistan in February.
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Virginity Vexing
Virginity (or the lack there of), a common characteristic used in personal description, has recently been the
subject of heated
debate. Of course,
"recently"
is
hardly accurate in
describing the
controversy of
whether or not a
person, most ·often a woman, was
classified a virgin,
which has been
occurring for millennia. However,
it isnot of this that
I write (not this
week, anyway).
LANE TAYLOR
What has caused
Everything You Never Knew much argument reYou Wanted to Know About cently is the chalSex
lenge of the name
and concept itself.
What constitutes
a virgin? Is it
something that can be "lost," and if so, why is it phrased
in that sense? When are you a virgin, and when aren't
you? After much curiosity and an almost fatal combination of sugar and caffeine known as "Dr. Pepper," I began
a quest to make sense of this issue to educate all of us as

to what to tell olir practitioners and our partners.
Dictionary.com defines "virginity" as "the state of
being pure, unsullied, or untouched" and "virgin" primarily
as "a person who has not experienced sex~al intercourse."
Both these definitions cpntain insight into the current confusion and debate concerning the accurate meanings ofthese
terms. Recently, a number of people have risen to object
simple definitions of "virgin" like the one given by
Dictionary.com, charging that they are incomplete. This
group often insists that oral sex should be included along
side intercourse in defining whether or not a person is a
virgin. Is this accurate? Arguably, because in spite of our
culture often associating oral sex with foreplay, it is considered a form of sex (hence the name). However, traditionally
a virgin is defmed as whether or not one has engaged in
intercourse, which is the definition adhered to by most in
our generation.
Comparatively, one wonders that if oral sex were included in society's definition, the consequence of '"'losing
one's virginity" on top of sexually-transmitted infections
would appear significant enough to gamer thought and concem in those who chose to be sexually-active, and ifit would
aid in a possible decline of the national STI rate. I would
argue that while that is a compelling notion, it may actually
cause people to be more concerned with a label than actual
consequences, which is counter-productive to those of us
working to end sexual stigma.
~lt is important to note here that when a medical practitioner asks if you are sexually-active or a virgin (though that
term is rarely used), they are referring to both intercourse

and oral sex, and they ask to determine pregnancy risk and
infection risk.
Regarding the definition of "virginity," those like the
one given by Dictionary.com including words like "pure,
unsullied, and untouched" have the tendency to make my
skin crawl. It was not so far back in history that persons
(primarily women) who were discovered to have had sex
were denied marriage and abandoned by families. Though
whether or not men have engaged in sex is difficult to determine, women were often labeled a virgin or not based on
whether or not their hymen was in-tact. However, the hymen can tear in response to other factors, such as extreme
athletic activity or the use of tampons.
In spite of this knowledge, "virginity testing (where
the state of the hymen is determined)" is still prevalent
amorig areas in Africa, the Middle East, and others. The
lives of women who do not pass are often led in solitude
due to shunning or even violent punishments. Thus, when
we continue to associate virginity with "purity," we perpetuate a stigma that makes it difficult for women and men
to be proud of their sexuality. Cultures that condone these
practices cause people to mourn their sexuality, instead of
encouraging them to celebrate their lives and choices.
So when are and when aren't you a virgin? That's
something that you can define and decide for yourself. You
may even choose to dispose of that label altogether. Just
be sure that if you choose to label yourself you do so with
pride and find a partner with whom you can be completely
honest. I would challenge you not to be a virgin or a label,
just be you. After all, you're pretty freaking great.

The Achievement Gap: An Issue Left Behind?
completion rates, as well (www.edweek.org). [fthe phrase
"achievement gap" seems too grandiose, consider the simple
alwagner@ursinus.edu
fact that by the end of fourth grade, African American, Latino
The 2008 election season has been dominated by
and poor students of all races are often two years behind
discussions on the war in Iraq, economy, health care and
their wealthier, predominantly white peers in reading and
terrorism, but what about education? The Pennsylvania . math; by eighth grade, these same students have all'slipped
primary election will be held on April 22 (that'S less than a
three years behind, and by t\velfth grade, four years behind
week away!), and as a future teacher, I am disturbed that
(columbia.edu).
the issue of education has not received more attention
Since the late 1980s, the achievement gap separating
from the presidential candidates.
low-income and minority students from others has grown,
In past years, education was one of the major issues
and it continues to persist despite educational refonns aimed
discussed on the campaign trail, but it seems to have fallen
at closing the gap. The main reform I refer to here is the
under the shadow of the war and the economy. Yes, we
federal No Child Left Behind Act (better known as NCLB),
want a candidate who will make the right decisions about
passed by the Bush administration in 2001. NCl.,B was
what to do with our troops in Iraq, but don't we also want
passed as a reauthorization of the Elementary and Seconda candidate who will fight f.Or all of our children to have the
ary Education Act (ESEA) and added important accountopportunity for a good education? In its current state,.the
ability provisions to ESEA in order to raise overall student
American educational system faces the problem of a huge
achievement and increase parent involvement. Furthennore,
achievement gap between groups of students; therefore,
NCLB was the first act of federal legislation to take meaas voters and American citizens, it is our duty to take this
sures ensuring the quality of teachers in every state
issue into account as the election proceeds.
(www.edtrust.org).
What is the achievement gap, you may ask? This
In spite of the efforts ofNCLB, educational inequity
gap refers to the disparity in academic performance becontinues to be problem along socioeconomic and racial
tween groups of students, most often referring to the troulines. Why i~ this':' The blame. for the failure ofNCLB to
bling perfonnance gaps between minority students and
close the achievement gap has been attributed to schools,
their white peers, as well as the similar academic disparity
socioeconomic factors and families, as well as a number of
between students from low-income and wealthy families.
other factors. Those that blame schools often concentrate
Most often, "achievement gap" is a phrase used to
on the lack offunding, lower-quality teachers and access to
refer to urban schools in impoverished areas, which tend
fewer resources. Those that believe the blame lies with soto be made up of mostly African-American and Hispanic
cioeconomic factors and family, on the other hand, address
students. While the achievement gap has been measured
the more basic needs of health care and nutrition, as well as
mostly through the use of standardized test scores, rethe lack of high-quality pre-school programs and stressful
search has found the achievement gap to be present in
home lives (www.edweek.org). Students in low-income famigrades, course selection, dropout rates and collegelies must face these extra difficulties, and they must do so

ALI WAGNER
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without the advantage of the tlnancial and cultural capital
provided to those students with affluent, wealthy parents.
With so many factors working against these minority
and low-income students, it is not surprising that NCLB has
not solved the problem ofthe achievement gap; however,
with these great inequities existing in our society, it is surprising that education isn't at the forefront ofthe campaign
trail. As a generation of future teachers, parents, and leaders, this issue affects all of us. So, as you follow the-campaigns of our presidential candidates in preparation for the
primaries, J ask that you not let this issue remain "left behind."
This article was written to bring the importance oj
educational issues to the light as the first oj a three-part
series addressing the achievement gap. As the election
proceeds. this series will cover the issue oj education and
what it means to this year:5 election. Stay tuned Jor next
week's article which will JOCllS on problems with the educational system and a close look at hol1' the achievement
gap hits close to home.
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All Dogs Go to Heaven: A Review of Black Lab Bistro
JEREMIAH LONG
jeiong@w-sinus.edu
Having braved the vast stores of King of Prussia and
traveled through the forgotten wastelands of Trappe, I had
once again found myselfin a foreign land relying on nothing more than my own endurance and will power to see me
through to the end. With that grueling joumey out of the
way, I am able to dust orfmy boots and type up yet another
review recalling my expansive journey through the Black
Lab Bistro.
Having been to the Black Lab Bistro this week, l've
been tackling the unique challenge of trying to eat, drink
beer and be merry while at the same time being flat broke.
The Bistro broke my budget, making it yet another tier two
restaurant (out ofa possible three). It's not quite a top tier
restaurant because they didn't make me pull out my fi II ings
until after I was finished eating.
The Black Lab Bistro is located on Main Street in
Phoenixville. Considering its notoriety, it is a surprisingly
low key place, being just a simple black store front. Jointowned by both Guy and Cathis Clauson, the Bistro has
been open for around nine years and yes, it was named
after a black lab. The dog the restaurant was originally
named after is gone, but the Clausons now own chocolate
and black labs.
Entering the restaurant, you immediately get hit with
one thing: excess. Multiple pieces of silverware on the

tables, wait staff wearing clean white suits, and fine French
posters on the walls just scream it at you. First impressions
aside, the restaurant has a nice low key atmosphere with
off-white walls, dark tables (possibly mahogany, weU 1
wouldn't put it past them) and scattered posters. Some key
features of the restaurant include an open kitchen, so that
you can watch your meal be prepared from the bar, and a
striking mural on the wall behind the entrance. This gigantic painting depicts three tiny black labs with wings, that
one can only assume will soon be joined by one chocolate
and two more black labs (Appearance 8/1 0).
Service is as service does. J sat down and asked the
waitress for suggestions, which she gave me without being
upset. Water was filled when it needed to be (a very tough
job as [ can testify to from experience) and the food was
delivered within a reasonable time limit. So as with most
restaurants: no complaints, but at the same time no complements (Service 711 0).
As for the food, well, it was nothing short of heaven.
Starting my meal with a bowl of French onion soup (if you
see a pattern here, then you must read my column on a
regular basis). I'm willing to bet that if was probably the
best bowl I 've had in the area, and in comparison to some of
the other things on the menu it is a steal at six dollars. It
might have had a bit too many onions for my taste, but
saying stuff like this makes me feel snotty, so just ignore
that last comment.
For the main course, I had their European Style

uc Theater Danc~s in an Irish Spring
KRISTIN O'BRASSILL
krobrassill@ursinus.edu
Last weekend, Ursinus College Theater offered the
campus a trip back in time to 1936 and across the ocean to
NOl1hem Ireland. Under the direction of Dr. Beverly Redman,
Ursinus students put on a production of Brian Friel's
memory play, "Dancing at Lughansa" in
the Lenfest Theater for fOllr consecutive
nights.
The play itselfis set in a small town
called Ballybeg over a period of three
weeks. Narrated b} a young n~an named
Michael Evans, the majority of the action
takes place when this older narrator was
only seven years old, and it concerns the
daily lives of the women of the Mundy
family: his mother, Chris, and her four sisters, Maggie, Kate, Rose and Agnes . They
are poor women, struggling to keep the
family together each in her own way.
These three weeks are the last that the sisters will spend
together before poverty drives them apart and brings the
death of two of them.
Kate, the oldest sister and resident criticizing-mother
figure, offers an opinion about everything, using her Catholic sensibilities to offer advice and commentary to the other
sisters. Kate, played by Sofia Lazare, came across with the
strongest sense of identity of the sisters. This was speci fically noticeable when the character's shell breaks in an intimate moment with Maggie, played by Emily Garmisa, when
she is open about her fears that she will not be able to keep
the family together. Kate is constantly fighting against the
paganism of her sisters and the town of Ballybeg, and the
festival ofLughnasa, which included pagan ceremonies and
dancing. The sisters love to dance, especially Rose, who
was said to be "touched by the hand of God," and while
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Kate reprimands them for it, she can't help but give in and
join them at one point.
The scene set the mood expertly, with most of the
action occurring in the kitchen, or directly outside the
kitchen window in the yard. The stage design worked very
well for the manner of action in the play. What seemed to tie
it together the most was the focus on the traditional music
that was played before the first scene
began and continued to bring life to the
stage as the characters were preoccupied with making their old radio,
"Marconi," play tunes they could dance
to.
The identities of the characters
being represented on stage was the focus of the play in their interaction with
each other, tlieir uncle Jack, and the father of Chris 's son Michael, Gerry. Naturally, this sort of play lends itself to excessive character development without
much plot-twisting action. Most of the
changes in the course of things were alticulated by the
narrator, looking into the past with the knowledge of the
present. While this was carried on very we:1I by the actors,
the drama was not exactly spellbinding.
One item that appeared to have likely been a challenge for the actors was the area of accents. Irish accents
are certainly difficult to emulate, and while overall they
pulled it off quite successfully, it was mildly distracting at
some points. It's doubtful that they can really be blamed
for that, though; certainly it would be challenging to pull
them off very gracefully. The actors seemed to embrace
their roles enthusiastically, which overshadowed any dullness over the course of the play. Overall, the stage design,
music, and casting really pulled the production together
successfully. "Dancing at Lughnasa" is another accomplishment to add to Ursinus Theater's list.
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Chicken Breast which is a chicken breast stuffed with
proscuitto ham and fontina cheese. It is a lighter version of
the more popular dish, chicken cordon bleu, which for those
of you unfamiliar with it, is created by hammering a chicken
breast flat, applying a layer of cheese followed by a layer of
ham, rolling them up, adding a coating of egg whites and
bread crumbs to the outside, then finally pan frying it. Well
it isn't really much like chicken cordon bleu, but that is the
closest thing to it I bave actually prepared. In any case, it
was properly pan fried chicken, complete with that golden
hue and crunchy coat on the outside. It came with four
asparagus spears and a small pat of potatoes. The sauce it
was swimming in was an absolutely marvelous combination ofthe spices only early spring can provide (Dining 271

30).
To conclude, being a tier two restaurant, it's going to
clear out your pocket book, but it is worth it if you are trying
to impress someone with your knowledge of the local culinary hot spots. Just don't make going there a habit unless
you're willing to take out another loan (Total: 84% rating, a
solid great). .

Career Corner
CAREER SERVICES
career@ursinus.edu
When an employer requests a salary history to be
submitted with a resume, many job seekers find themselves at a loss. If you're a student and your employment
"history" is primarily part-time, internship, or volunteer
positions, the problem is compounded; obviously, you
want to make considerably more in your full-time job! No
·oh-seeker wants to price him or herself out ofajob, but
ost do not want to give the employer the opening to
after kss than the going rate for the position.
Your response to a request for a salary history is
best handled in your cover letter. Respond to the question well toward the end of the letter, after you've highlighted your skills, experience and interest in the position,
which are far more impol1ant to your consideration as a
candidate. Here are some tips.
I. Respond to the question wsitively without stating specific amounts.
2. Mention that your desired salary is negotiable
depending upon the position or give a $5.000 or so range.
You may also use tenus like "competitive" or "open" if
ou are responding to this question on an application

onn.
3. Know your salary requirements as well as what
ou hope to make. You should not mention this in your
letter, but you need to give this some thought for negotiating and evaluating offerS.
4. Don't include your salary history on your reme. What you did in ajob is much more importanfthan
hat you were paid.
S. Never lie about your previous pay mte. Bmployrs can often verify your salary history through your ret:'
rence checks,
. If itis any consolation., this is a difficult question
for all job searchers-to handle, not just new college grads!
e key is to shift the focus, politely bUt fi.mily, from what
ou made in lhe past to What you expect to make in the
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Opinions
Summer Festival
Fun: A Preview
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THC? More Like... CID!
it's time again for CjlYs favorite holiday! "rhat'srlght;

LAUREL SALVO
lasalvo@ursinus.edu
Although summer isn't really "just around the corner" yet, the end of the semester is. With that in mind, I
thought I'd give everyone a rundown of some live music
festivals that are coming up in the next few months.
Before beginning to list what's to come for Summer of
2008, 1 should mention there are some pros and cons to
attending outdoor festivals. One downside is that when
you're at an event in early August or late July, chances are
temperatures are going to be more than just a little hot, and
you're going to be in that heat for hours on end. Secondly,
some of these events go for days at a time, which could
either mean staking out at some hotel overnight, or pitching
up a tent somewhere,close by in that heat. Not to mention
the moshpits. Indoor pits usually get pretty messy, but
cram 200 overheated bodies into a small space in the grass
and dirt; you can imagine the chaos that's likely to ensue.
There's definitely a stigma of "roughing and toughing it"
. that goes with summer festivals.
Not to completely turn everyone off to these summer
slices offun with outlining the hard points, but the perks of
attending festivals definitely outweigh the cons. For one
thing, band members are always wandering about in between sets so it 's easy to bump into someone you just saw
shredding a guitar in front of you 20 minutes ago. Also,
these types offestivals usually include signings and meet
and greets. Projekt Revolution last year, for example, had
signings by Placebo, Medina Lake, and Saosin. Also, digital cameras are almost always allowed, which is a huge plus.
Outside of that, there are the merchandise booths
and extra events. The Warped Tour has skating and extreme sport shows. Projekt Revolution had free group photo
shoots. Radio stations are also around, promoting and DJing in general areas and giving out swag for fans who come
up and say hello. Ifthere's a band on stage during the lineup that you don't care for, there are usually plenty of other
enjoyable things to partake in.
This Summer, the line-up offestival events includes:
Bamboozle, Warped Tour and Projekt Revolution. Bamboozle is a two-day event that takes place in Giant's Stadium lots in New Jersey for the first weekend of May. Bamboozle is most interesting because it occurs on the West
and East Coast, and some of the same acts that are present
on the California dates from two weeks prior travel to the
East Coast to perform as well. There are over 100 bands set
to perform; more than 5'0 each day. Day one has an eclectic
list ofperfornlers like Snoop Dogg, Kill Hannah, and The
Bravery. Day two seems even more random with performers like The Bouncing Souls, Thrice, and Alien Ant Farm.
Single day tickets are still available for this event and if
you're not that hyped about the performers for either day,
fans can always opt to attend half of the festival.
Warped Tour 2008 takes place during a span of three
months in 37 different cities throughout the US. Most bands
are seen at every one of these dates but the headliners
change frequently, as does the perfornlance schedule. Run
by live music genius Kevin Lyman, this is the 14thconsecutive year for the "Music and Extreme Sports" festival. Sponsored by Vans skate products, Warped Tour normally has
ten stages and well over 100 bands, each day giving the
fans ten non-stop hours of scheduled live music to pick
and choose from. This year cites artists like theAIl-Ameri-
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can Rejects, Rise Against and side projects like Hunter Revenge. Lastly, there's Projekt Revolution, which is an annual summer tour headlined by Linkin Park. This is Projekt's
seventh year and in the past, the tour has had names like
Placebo, Kom, The Used and HIM. Like Bamboozle, the
tour occurs in two different places but this time, bridging an
ocean. It takes place in England as well as the US. With this
festival, there are less bands but longer sets to take in from
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each performer. There is normally a "Revolution Stage"
and a main stage. The main stage tends to have the bigger
acts and in between their sets, the Revolution stage showcases other bands with shorter sets. This year will have
acts like Chris Cornell, The Bravery and Atreyu.
Overall, there's an amazing plethora of artists to take
in this summer, so if you're stocked up on bottled waters
and sun- block, make plans to attend a festival.
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"Leatherheads" (2008)

It 's a difticult and tricky mancuver to shift from being and her feelings ~hen confronted by the bo) ish Carter.
a leading man in front of the camera to being the leading Speaking of which. John Krasinski brings a lot of depth to
man behind it. A few actors, such as Clint Eastwood and what could easily have been a one-dimensional role as the
Mel Gibson, have managed to pull this off in the process war hero who may be lying for reasons that are far less
creating some really fantastic films. Others, like Kevin se lfish than they initially appear. Hopefully, this will give
Costner, really need to stay on the other
his campaign to become more of a leading
man that much more legitimacy.
side of the camera ("The Postman?" Really?). With this week's flick, George
l've used the word "screwball" a few
Clooney takes his third tum at balancing
times so far in this review, ifonly because
it captures the spirit of the flick. Clooney
work on and off the screen. How did he
do? Read on, with this week's flick,
and Zellweger trade snappy quick fire dia"Leatherheads."
logue, and find themselves in some very
With his team and the league on the
slapstick situations, including a hilarious
chase from a speakeasy raid. In the end
verge of collapse, Dodge Connolly (George
Clooney) recruits college football star and
however, the movie struggles to keep up
war hero Carter Rutherford (John Krasinski)
this pace, eventually faltering towards the
as a publicity stunt. However, due to some
end and staggering to the finish. All in all,
ALEX ERNST
"Leatherheads" is a very enjoyable and
doubt about Carter's story of heroism, reporter Lexie Littleton (Renee Zellweger) beThe Back Row
fun flick, with romance for the ladies and
gins following the team around, trying to
just enough sports and fighting for the
get the scoop as well as catching the eyes
guys.
of both Carter and Dodge. Snappy dialogue and screwball
For the pick of the week, I have to go with one of my
situations ensue.
favorite sports movies of all time, "Slap Shot." Both "Slap
Despite its poor showing at the box office, Clooney Shot" and "Leatherheads" share a number of similarities,
has delivered another solid film. "Leatherheads" delivers including a SpOlt on the verge of dying out, a team in trouble,
quick fire dialogue, screwball situations and a lot of humor. bloodthirsty players knocking each other around and a
Throw in the period football scenes, and it's almost enough player taking matters into his own hands to save the game
to make you forget that the movie is a romantic comedy. he loves. I absolutely love "S lap Shot," if only because
However, the key word is "almost." As enjoyable as the Paul Newman brings a charisma to the screen that is all too
movie is, the love triangle somewhat hampers the flick's lacking these days.
Alex Ernst was really struck by how the leather helmadcap energy, proving to be the movie's Achilles' heel.
As far as the performances go, George Clooney once mets of old resemble the scmm caps used today for rugby.
again manages to smile and charm his way across the screen. Good thing he chooses not (0 wear one, instead taking
Renee Zellweger also delivers a spunky performance as the nine stitches on his forehead and sl!ffering a concussion.
cutthroat reporter who finds herself tom between her job You can reach him at alernst@ursinus.edu.

Elitists in Government? Yes Please!
MATTHEWFLYNTZ
maflyntz@ursinus.edu
Senator Barack Obama has been lambasted by Senators Hillary Clinton and John McCain for making comments
that Mrs. Clinton deemed "elitist, out of touch, and frankly,
patronizing" and that Mr. McCain described as "[ disparaging to] hard-working, honest, dedicated people." The offendin~ comment was regarding the way people respond to
economic hardship; he stated, "They' get bitter, they cling
to guns or religion or antipathy to people who aren't like
them or anti-immigrant sentiment or anti-trade sentiment as
a way to explain their frustrations." Now, this may have
been a politically stupid thing to say, especially to a gunloving, God-fearing, immigrant-hating polity. But, with that
aside, I don't see what this elitist hubbub is about. Elitism
is an integral part of our (indeed, any) government.
The American public is bizarre, and perhaps this is
true of any democratic people. We claim that we want the
best and the brightest to serve as our leaqers, but we also
say that we want them to "be like us" and "understand our
problems." We want someone who can give brilliant
speeches and solve our problems but also someone who
would be fun to have a round of beers with. Too often,
these dueling desires cannot be reconciled, and we end up
with presidents like George W. Bush.
Let's get to the root of the matter; what does it even
mean to be an elitist? It means that one thinks he or she is
better than others. Doesn't any candidate for office, by
nature of, you know. running for office. believe that he or
she is better than others? The whole premise of republ ican-
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ism (note the little "r") is that we will elect those who are
better than us to rule over us. We make them do some sort
of psychological limbo, though. We want them to be better
than us, and presumably we want them to know it (after all,
confidence is necessary to get anything done in politics);
we just don't want them to show it; it'll hurt our feelings.
We're too fragile, and indeed, perhaps too egalitarian
(there go my hopes of ever running for elected office). Now,
generally speaking, egalitarianism has been a good thing
for modem society, but it produces this ethic that everyone,
regardless of upbringing, education, and work experience is
equal in every way, God damnit! It makes us think that the
guy who served as President of the Harvard Law Review
and taught Constitutional Law at the University of Chicago
School of Law (that's the offender, Mr. Obama, by the way)
is no smarter than any of the rest of us. But honestly, we all
know that he is, just as is Mrs. Clinton (and she knows it,
too). No comment on Mr. McCain.
My point is simply this: don't rule out a candidate
because he is part of "the elite" and that he recognizes his
position there (after all, they're all part ofthe elite). Ifanything, Obama's honesty (albeit, unintentional honesty)
about his status is refreshing. The charade of kissing babies and sucking up to steel workers is, well, a charade ...
It's trite. Certainly, everyone's vote matters, and the concerns of no one should go unheard, but do we really respect
ourselves so little that we need to see our politicians grovel
at our feet for our votes? Yes. they do work for us, but that
doesn't mean that they should have to kiss our asses. All it
means is that we damn well better pick the best man (or
woman) for the job. This person will be working for us for
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Want Change?
VoteObama
CHRIS ORSER
chorser a;ursinus.cdu
Change is a word that gets thrown around a lot these
days. Both Democratic candidates talk about change a lot.
The fact is. both Democratic candidates tend to want the
same kind of change, but only Barack Obama has the tools
necessary to achieve it.
Many people ofall agcs declare their political apathy,
or their inability to choose between the candidates. The)
say they don't know mueh about politics. And yet, of all
the differences between Barack Obama and Hillary Cllnton,
one stands out the most, and it's a difference that everyone
has seen examples of at some point in their I ife. That difference is clear: while Hillary believes in a divisive strategy,
Obama favors a unitYing approach to politics.
Unlike Hillary Clinton. Barack Obama understandc; that
true change requires enthusiasm and support among more
than a small portion of the American public. Many call a
John McCain presidency a "Bush third term:' yet a third
Clinton term might similarly resemble President Bush's lopg
eight year reign. Hillary Clinton has called herselfa "fighter."
as if politics is a war and her one goal is to beat her enemies
into submission. Such a description immediately calls to
mind a government run like President Bush's, in which an
unrepentant majority rammed legislation through Congress
without regard for the wishes of anyone outside their narrow political association. only to be kicked out of Congress
decisively when the American people grew sick of their act.
The ironic thing about such a presidency is that it often
fails to accomplish some of its most important goals. as the
looming recession, rising global tensions and continu,ally
dysfunctional American education system can attest.
Barack Obama. however, has consistently shown a
penchant for working with individuals across the political
spectrum. Among Barack Obama's major accomplishments
in the Illinois 4egislature, his reform of government ethics
stands out the most. While Barack Obama may have favored more ambitious reforms, he caused real change for
the better in the Illinois political system by focusing on
realistic .solutions -that genuinely made the system better,
notably niakirig l1Jinois one of the better states regarding
campaign finance disclosure. Though Bamck Obama s~w
the need for further refonns. be also understood that the
most e~~ andlasting .reforois take time. As anyone
sick oltho ltlO~ scandals can indicate, the US Congress
needS a shnitartefomi by Obama desperately, as i* continues to fa
under the sway ofJobbyists and money
rather thtul
ice ofllie people and good government.
y~ a detailed understanding ofBat'I1ck Obama 's'and
Hill~ ClintOn'~1ives 8re,llot necessary to mSke a choice
bet\Y the two. Rather, a real-world look. at the effects of
the
the: divider, or. as Clinton puts it, "fighter,"
w~
ffifyou would prefer someone who takes
OPlniQns froAl: All sides infO consideration, someone wbo
puts f~ practical ideas and wins supPOrt from those of
many differentperspectives, or";fyou would prefer someone whose sole intent is to impose their will and ideology
on others. Tben ~ yourself, when you go to vote on April
22, whether youprefer a "fighter" or a unifier. .

four years. I don't know about you, but I'd rather have the
one who will do a good job than the one who will make me
feel wann and fuzzy when I go to sleep at night. If that
requires voting for an elitist, well then sign me up.
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Dubble Vision: Yankees Are No Fun
JASONDAV]S
jadavis@ursinus.edu
I don't know if any of you people heard, but there
was a rumor ilying around last week about a construction
worker up in New York. Ya see, if you didn't know, this is
the last year for the old Yankee stadium. For the last couple
of years, workers have been working on a brand
new ball park for the bargain hunting ball club
which be located directly across the street. And
apparently one construction worker, who I'm
guessing probably likes the Red Sox, thought
he found a new ingredient that may help reinforce the concrete. So, while mixing up some
concrete, this guy decided to aCCidentally drop
his David Ottizjersey in the mixer.
Now I thought this was great. Great for
baseball, great for the Red Sox and even great
for the Yankees. There's hexes all over the game
Iike the curse of the black cat and then there's
crazy billy goat one. And now we were going to have the
curse of the hidden jersey. The Red Sox had the answer to
the curse of the Great Bambino (although I guess that's
over now anyway), and the Yankees finally would have a
scapegoat as to why they can't even purchase a World
Series. It just adds to the aura of the game. Especially since
it could have just been a rumor. Only a couple people would
have known for sure, but still years from now, everyone
would know a guy who knew a guy whose little cousin AJ
was there that day and watched them do it.

But noooo, the crazy Steinbrenners had to go and
ruin the whole thing. The Yankees originally said the claim
wasn't true, and they weren't going to look into it. However, Sunday they changed their mind. It turns out some of
the guys co-workers ratted him out. Calling the Yankees
anonymously disclosing the guys name and the location of
the jersey. Prompting the organization to have
some workers drill five hours in search of the
jersey. They found it and removed it. How
corny is that?
But that's not even the end of it. After
they found it they released the guys name to
the media, and are now looking into pressing
charges. The team essentially ruined the guy's
life. Next week I'm going to see a headline in
the Post "Gino Castigriolli,ARed Sox Fan, Missing." Actually it probably won't even be a headline, they'll hide it somewhere in the bottom
corner ofthe page until the following week when
the headline will be "Gino Castignolli Found
Buried in Cement, Ironic Huh?" I don't understand why
they eouldn'tjust leave everything be. Or i{you are going
to be stupid about it, at least don't release the guy's name.
It was just an innocent little prank that in the end wouldn't
really hurt anybody. It's not like the building would collapse because the shirt hurt it's stability. "New Yankee Stadium Collapsed Causing Death of Thousands, Red Sox Jersey at Blame." Not going to happen. I mean, come on, if
you are paying people 60 katrillion dollars to win you a
world series, and they can't do it. .. I'd be sueing them.

A Swingin' Season for UC Tennis
JILLALSPACH
jiaJspach@ursinus.edu
Tennis might be a quiet sp~ctator sport, but UC Tennis has created an uproar with this 20_08 season. Here is a
review of the men's and women's tennis program here at
Ursinus College.
Sue McDonough is the coach of the women's team
and is very. proud ofthe progress made this year, She
"1 think the strengths of the UC women's tennis
our doubles teams. Jill Alspach/Jenna H6pe,
Pamela Odorizzi and Julia Kurtz/Christina
our first, second and third doubles teams,
year we have turned that corner wnere
ence teams are taken aback by our
proud of our progress!" A highlight
when Ursinus swept the doubles from
time since Coach McDonough could
highlight for Coach is traveling with the
competition every spring break. >fI look
every year because it brings us afltogeth
after fall sports and study abroad
ships and laughs we share are
McDonough has been building the
past five years and the program is finally
"We are now a competitive team that the other Centennial
Conference teams can no longer assume that they will win!"
The women's tennis team is a big supporters of fellow student athletes and invite all students to come watch a match.
"We do appreciate the fans we have had in the past and
would like to give a huge thank you to all of them," says
Coach. If anyone is interested in our team or trying out,
they should contact Sue McDonough.
The men's tennis team has a new coa<,:h this year, Pete
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'Smith, who has turned around the men's program as well.
The strength of this program is the team chemistry. Coach
Smith says, "We have been working together as one unit
since September on everything: fundraising, conditioning,
practice and of course trying to improve to the point that we
can win some matches." Coach Smith's dedication to the
program as well as a group of determined players have helped
the mer's program in an immense way. "This program, was
fairly unorganized when I arrived, and these guys werejust
looking for some leadership. We have tightened up a.1I asof the program, and to the players credit, they have
into everything we are trying to do. OUf record of 4not be eye-popping, but when you consider that by
year, we wHi probably have won more matches
two season COMBINED, I think that these
right track." When Ursinus versed
8 ranked team in the region, they were
ve itt seven out of nine of the matches,
three of the matches to three sets. This
can be found in all of the players and
"Overall I can see progress. We are
senior is in our starting line-up, so we
with time."
MCDonough, Coach Smith's highlight of
the men's trip to Florida for competition as
played some GREAT teams down there, and it
, really prepared us for the rest of the season. Taking some of
those tough losses in Florida helped us in our four wins this
year. Considering how cold and rainy the spring has been,
I'm already looking forward to going down there again next
year," he commented. The men's team has nine players
returning next year out of the current ten men on the team.
These players are doing all the little things it takes to build
a program that they can take print in. It will take time, but
the team is moving in the right direction for success in the
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future. When asked what one thing Coach Smith would
want other members of the Ursinus community to know
about the men's tennis p'rogram, he said, "I would want
people to know how well these young men represent
Ursinus College. We have ten very nice, well-spoken and
intelligent young men that have given their all to Ursinus
Men's Tennis and been great reps of the school. Five of my
ten guys were on the Dean's list in the first semester, and I
would venture to say we have a team GPA well in excess of
3.0. I am very proud of them off the court just as much as on
the court." Anyone interested in joining the men's tennis
team can e-mail Coach Smith at psmith@ursinus.edu.
Both the men's and women's tennis teams have one
or two more matches to play until their season is officially
over. So, go to the tennis courts and cheer on our Bears!
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